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AN6 I J iOia 
William Vanderbtdofĉ  Treasurer 
Scalise forCongress: 
P, a Box 23219-
JeftefsOh,;LA7C)fl:»3 

(ft 

Scalise for Congress and William 
îO Vanderbrookin his-offibial c 
P as treasurer 
ffl 
ffl 

^ Dear Mr, Vanderbrook: 
•'T . . . . . 
P ;In tiie norrnal course of carrying put its, supeî isp!̂  responisi.bilitiê ^̂ ^̂  the :Federal Election 

COrnmisSiPri (the. "ConiinissioH") beeatiie a\we pf infpflna suggestihg tiiat Scalisfe for 
Congress: and jrou in :yOur official capacity as: treasurer ("Committee'̂ ) may 'have violated, die-
jPederalElfictiô  amenM *̂ A^ OnOctdber 21,2011, the 
Committee was notified tiiailit was being referred to the Commission's; Office of General 
Counsel for possible enforcemcnr action under 2 U.S JC. §: 43:7gi On July 31,20,12, tiie 
Ciommission found rip reason to believe; that Scalise for Congress and :yOU iri ydur Official 
capacity as treasurer yiplafed 2 U,SvC. ^ 44la(f) and44liS AGcordingly, ttw CpmrrMSsion;tê  
closed the file in.this matter as it pertains to Scalisê  for Congress and you in your official 
capacity as treasurer. 

The Commission reminds yeu. that :the confidenfiality provisions of 2; U;S;C. 
:§ 437î )0 2)JA) remain iri effieet, and that ?tiiiiSi:iriiatter is still Open yidth teispectvto other 
respondeiits:. lhe CommijsisiiQn will nOtiffr ydu when tiie: entirieifile h^ been cldsed. The; Factual 
and Legal Analysis, which more, fiilly explains the Commission's: :findings.>. is enclpsed fpr your 
information. 

if ypu haye ariy questions, please contact Delbert: K. Riĝ byii the; attorney assî ed to this! 
matter* at (202) !$94=.î w 

Sincerelŷ  

Susan L. LebeaUX 
AssistatiiGenê ^̂  (̂ OUnsel 

Enclosure 
Factiiiai.:and. Legal Atialysiis 



.:EE0ERAL..EL1ECMN COiVfll^iifiPN 
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RESPONDENT: Scalise for Congress, and :MUR 6633 
WifiiaM Vanderbrook, in; hi& 
official Gapacify as treasurer 

I. IPTOODUeTION 

Thiis mattef 'Was generated based, dti information ascertained by the Federal Eiection 

P Commission :("Cj6mmissiorf'') in the normal course of canytng out :its superyisory 

^ responsibilities;, See 2 U:S.C. § 437g(a)(̂ ). 
ffl 
VJ II. FACTUiSL ANJ) LEGAL ANALYSIS 
VJ 
^ A. Factual Sunimary 
•H 

Scalise .for Congress and William: Vanderbrook, in hiS; of¥i:Gial capacity :as tr:<e.a5ureri. 

("Committê e'') is: the priricipal .campaign Lcommittee: "of :Represê ^̂  Stephen Scalise,, the 

suCcessiCiti: 200:8; candidate for the :iFirst;CbngressibHal XXistrict of Louisiana. Ihfprmatibn 

availiabiie to the Cbmniission indicates that the Committee had received contributions in 2007 

firom: William A. Bennett that reportedly had been made, in "the::names of; Melanie Detioff, 

Julie Ott and :jarnes Wyckoff for $2,S0Q each.. The contributions; in issue ;relate to tiie March 

8; 2008, Lpuisiana::RepubUcan .$peGial "primary eleGiiOn̂  On :it's 2007 Yearî 'End Report; the 

Coinmittee ideritified Berinett,; who alsO: contributed $2,300 on the ;same date ais the other 

Gontrii>u:tors, as a.Benetech .executive .â  WyckofFas thei owner of Um̂  

:Properties Dieyelopmeht :in New Jersey;. There, are lip emplpyers' listed fpr contributors Ott 

;and Detioff; 

According to public sourceSj Benetech is a limited liabltity conipany headqtiartered 
I 

in New Orleaiis for which: Bennett reportedly seh/es Preisident and Julie Ott as Chief 
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iiy!n#istrative Qf̂ Ĝer̂  :Ste£? BiterteECiH.:http:ij/vi5vWi:gobMetî  likst visited. 

June: 19; 20î 2J. Ptibliicly available, state .marriage and Commission recdrdis refiect' 'that 

Melanie Detioff was fbrmerly Bennett's: spouse. See AhiCEStR̂ iijCOM, 

1htiiy!t//sê ^ 1:00: (Nevada Marriage Inctex,- l:956iif2!Q05). 

(reporting: mafriage< between Mielanie R. Detioff and William A. Bennett: on, Jiily 24,2004); 

2 Romney fbrpresidenî  Ine>, April 15 Quarterly Repdrt at 344 (Apr, li3,2007) (reaUlributihg 
P ^ .... .. . 
Q $2,100 of Cdntributidn Irom William Bennett to his spouse, Melaniei Bennett); 
ffl 
^ On Jtfne i21,2011, after consulting with the Reports: Analysis DiVisiionj the 
VJ . . . . . , .. 
p Committee filed a Form -99,. which: informed the- CommissiOh that: 
ffl 

Qn Decemi)er 19:, :2O07, tiie Scalis& fpr Congress; campaign 
received four checics: as part; of a ifvmdraising eyeiit: These checks; 
were in tiifi.amounts of $2̂ 30O:eaQh:froffi William Beiihett,: Julie 
C)fti JarneS WyCkdffaiid Melahi&Defloffi Oii:Jiuie 15,2011, tfie 
Campaî : was notified by a doiidr, William BCiinett,, that lie 
reimbursed the other thr^ individuais ;named 'ai>ove for tiieir 
respective Gontribtitions to the Scalise for Congress campaLign. 
Before this notification on Jyne 1:5,2011, the campaign never had 
any information that would have led to question the validity ofthe 
checks. The checks in :quesliOn were irepdrted On the EEC report 
filed for the fOurtii :quaFter 2007, 

The Cominittee fbrther expiaiĥ dithatit would disgorge ail fbur of theicontribuitions, totalihg 

$9f2O.0, to tiie Û S. Treasury. The Commrttee did iso on :June;21,2011.: See Scalise for 

GongilBSS, My 15 Quarterly :Report af 96 (jul̂  14, jOllj), In response to RAD*s inqwiî y, the 

Committee responded that it had no sMiiomV information: regarding the matter beyond its 

June 21,201.1, statement. Referral at 2. 

In its Response tp the; dommissipn's nPtifiCaLtion of tliis .ma>tter, tiie Committee 

reiterates the information it provided previouslyii on tiieir'^Cej thecohtributions did not: 

appear iinproper, and the Cornmittee "swiftly took iaction to remedy the situatipn" upon 
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liearning from Bennett tiiat the contributions: were made in .tiie names :of others, by disgorging: 

the contributions. Committee Resp. 

B. Legal Analysis 

The Federal .Election: Campaign . Actof f j971, as amended :(the " Act") makes it 

unlawful for any candidate, political committeê  or other person to khOwirigly accept or 

•- J receive conlributions iiri the name pf another̂  2 U.S,C.. § 44lf The Â ^ :atsO prpliibits any 
0̂ ... '-' 

'0 candidate or ipolitiGisIl committee from knowirigly accepting any contribution in violation :0f 
ffl 
''I the contribution limits set" forth in :seCtion441 a. 2 U.S;C. § 44l(a(f). 
ST 

0 Aiithoixgh: the Committee: accepted the contEibutldns by Ott, Detloff:and Wypkpff, It 
ffl 

H has represented" that it hadno reason to cbubt the validity of the' contributions before Bennett: 

notified them that he had̂  reinabursed thosie Contributions. The Commission is aWaî  of iio 

in.fbrmation to the cpntrary, Ihoreforê  there is np reason to believ® that Scalise for 

Cbngress and William Vanderbrook, in his official £iapacity as treasurer,: violated 2 U.S.Ĉ  

§§44laiEijand441f: 


